The Training Resource Package for Family Planning IUD/PPIUD Module

Protocol for Management of Missing PPIUD Strings

Protocol for Management of Missing PPIUD Strings*

Situation: Use this protocol when you do not find the strings of the 1UD protruding from the
cervix on exam of a woman who has returned following postpartum placement of the IUD

Check action taken
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Probe cervix for strings

Found 1 Not found 2
Reassure patient: Ask woman if IUD has fallen out
provide additional
information Yes 3 No/Not sure 4

Offer to replace 1UD Send for ultrasound to
locate IUD**
A T
Insert IUD Other method
D seen 7 1UD not seen 8

ASSGS$ and advi_se Expulsion confirmed;
if possible to wait offer to replace IUD
and re-evaluate at
12 weeks

Insert IUD Other method

* If strings not seen at 3 months, repeat the protocol from start, If strings still not
found, either:
|. Reassure and follow-up 17
2. Remove 1UD with hook and replace 72

** Consider X-ray of abdomen instead of, or 1o augment, findings of ultrasound 73

Source: Adapted from Jhpiego. Postpartum Intrauterine Contraceptive Device (PPIUD) Services: Leaming Resource Package. Baltimore: Jhpiego
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